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POSTMASTER GENERAL S$ 
HOLIDAY MESSAGE 


This is my first holiday season with the Postal Service, and I 
want to take this opportunity to send you greetings and best 
wishes for the holiday and thank each of you for your dedication 
and professionalism throughout the year. 

It has been through your efforts that 1986 has been such a 
successful year, and I am confident that during the holidays 
when so many families across the country count on us, you will 
continue to demonstrate the dedication and commitment you 
have to serving the American public. 

During the time I have been here, I have been impressed by the 
magnitude of the challenge of moving this nation’s mail. Every 
American should have the opportunity to see, first hand, the flow 
of hundreds of thousands of disorganized pieces of mail into one 
of our processing centers—and the bighly-organized manner in 
which they leave the facility for delivery. If they could—and I 
hope many more will—I’m sure that our customers would value 
us even more highly than they do. 

I am proud to work with you and be a part of the postal 


family. My wish for each of you is that the joy and happiness of 
this season extend throughout the coming year. 


Vase @. ich 
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The Georgetown, CO, Post Office can be seen starring in a special television movie this holiday 
season. “It is a delightful film that will warm the hearts of everyone who sees it,” states Postmaster 
Gary Canterbury about The Christmas Present, which airs on CBS this December. 

In the film, John Denver plays a New York architect who comes into town on Sunday with his 
daughter and sees people going into the post office. He has an important letter to mail to New York, 
but he doesn’t realize that the post office is open that day only for letters to Santa Claus. After an 
initial confrontation, Denver falls in love with the postmaster, played by Jane Kaczmarek, and learns 


the “true meaning of Christmas.” 


Canterbury and Communications Manager Scott Budny of the Denver Division worked with the 
film's producers and writers to help reflect accuracy in postal scenes and dialogue. “Having them 
shoot in a working post office was a big challenge,” says Canterbury, “but we managed to get all the 
day’s mail up and out on time with a minimum of disruption for our customers.” Clerks Mary Ann 


Reid and Diane Berglof helped to see that everything went smoothly with customers during the filming. 
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Safe as in a bank 

When Margarita Gutierrez 
discovered that she had mailed 
her restaurant's daily receipts 
of $300 with her mail, she 
thought the money was lost 
forever. After all, it was all 
cash and she had nothing to 


prove it was hers. But she 
hadn't counted on the honesty 
of Anthony Baptiste, a carrier 
in Mount Vernon, NY, who 
turned in the $300 in cash he 
had found in a mailbox on his 
route to his supervisor. 
Gutierrez was overjoyed when 
she called the post office and 
learned her money was safe. 
Baptiste, who has been a 
carrier for 26 years and has 
turned in lost money before, 
could have kept the unmarked 
envelope, but as he says, “I 
work hard for my money, and 
I know it is a terrible thing 
when you lose it.” 





Welcome back 

After an absence of nearly 
10 years, Crocker Nevin, 63, 
has been appointed by 
President Reagan and 
confirmed by the Senate to the 
Postal Board of Governors for 





a second term. He previously 
served as a governor from 

1971 to 1977. His 
appointment, effective in 
August, will run until December 
8, 1992. Governor Nevin, a 
native of Tulsa, OK, makes 

his home in New York City. He 
has an extensive background in 
banking, finance and 
community services and is 
currently chairman of the 
board and chief executive 
officer of CF&I Steel 
Corporation. He graduated 
from Prinecton University and 
served in the U. S. Naval Air 
Corps during World War Il 


“I'll take the cash.” 

A date with glamorous 
television star Joan Collins was 
turned down by a 50-year-old 
postal mechanic from 
Baltimore, MD. As one of 50 
finalists (out of 800,000 
entrants) in a Canada Dry 
Ginger Ale Sweepstakes, Robert 
F. Priller was flown to 
Hollywood where his name was 
picked as grand prize winner 
by Collins at a lavish dinner at 
the Beverly Wilshire Hotel. 
Faced with having to choose 
between two prizes, a hot date 
with the Dynasty star or a cool 
$1 million, Priller, without 
hesitation, opted for the cash. 
Asked what it was like to meet 
the TV queen, Priller 
commented: ‘She is a really 
nice person.” 
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“There’s a fly 
in my mail.” 

James T. Aylward, a Santa 
Ana, CA, distribution clerk, 
intercepted two packages 
containing fruit-fly larvae that 
are a deadly threat to 
California’s multi-billion dollar 
agricultural industry. 

Five live Mediterranean fruit 
fly larvae were discovered in 
one package Aylward turned 
over to agricultural inspectors, 
and 12 live Oriental fruit fly 
larvae were found in another. 
Considered the most destructive 
of all fruit flies, the 
Mediterranean variety attacks 
more than 260 kinds of fruits 
and vegetables. The Oriental 
variety is a close second, 
attacking more than 230 kinds. 
To understand the significance 
of intercepting these dangerous 





pests, the 1980-82 California 
Medfly invasion cost the state 
$100 million. 

State agricultural officials 
stated that the find was 
“enormously significant” and 
confirmed their belief that fruit- 
fly infestations are definitely 
connected to fruit shipped 
illegally from Hawaii through 
the mails. In an effort to halt 
the spread of these pests by 
mail, postal workers in targeted 
areas have been trained to spot 
potential problems. 

Aylward turned the packages 
over to a county agricultural 
commission inpsector because 
they looked suspicious. “When 
we smell a funny odor or find 
a leaking package, we isolate it 
and set it aside for the county 
department of agriculture,” he 
says. 

Officials for the State 
Department of Agriculture 
stated that a “large debt of 
gratitude” is owed workers at 
the Santa Ana postal center for 
their help in stopping costly 
infestations. Aylward, a 14-year 
veteran of the Postal Service 
who last June intercepted a box 
of fruit containing other pests, 
did not want to take sole credit 
for the find, saying, “It’s an all- 
out effort everyone here is 
making.” (Information from the 
Los Angeles Times.) 


Pinned 

Several hundred employees 
are proudly wearing the “PMG 
Club” pins given to them for 
their outstanding day-to-day 
performance. The award 
program, which began in 
August and will run through 
December 31, allows 
supervisors to informally 
recognize craft employees and 
non-supervisory employees in 
levels EAS-19 and below for 
outstanding singular actions or 
consistent performance. 








Lights out 

Each year, the Department 
of Energy presents awards to 
individuals and organizations 
for outstanding achievement in 
energy conservation within the 
federal sector. This year, the 
Postal Service has two 
awardees. 

Paul L. Fennewald, a senior 
building management engineer 
for the Virginia District, 
received an individual award. 
Under his leadership, the 
district reduced its energy 
consumption by 36 percent 
since 1978. Fennewald is now 
Program Manager for Facilities, 
Eastern Maintenance Overhaul 
and Technical Services Center. 

The Muncie, IN, 
Management Sectional Center 
received an organizational 
award for reducing its energy 
consumption 18.5 percent for 
Fiscal Year 1985. John Bosco, 
Postmaster/MSC Manager, and 
Forrest M. (Sam) Charton 
accepted the award on behalf 
of the employees of the Muncie 
MSC and its associate offices. 





“Buddy, can you spare 
two dimes?” 

For 20 cents a day, 
employees of the San Clemente, 
CA, Post Office, are making a 
difference in the lives of needy 
children. 

Robert Cantu, a letter carrier | 
at San Clemente, came up with 
the idea last December when 
he found out that just $20 a 
month could provide a Third 
World child with the necessities 
of life. He reasoned, if five 
people donated 20 cents each 
work day, they could support 
one child, so he tacked a sign- 
up sheet to the wall of the 
swing room, hoping five people 
would put their names down. 
He got 25, and the “20¢ Club” 
was born. Since then the 
program has expanded, and on 
its first anniversary, 70 children 
are being sponsored by post 
offices throughout Southern 
California. The idea is 
beginning to expand beyond 
California, and local television 
stations and newspapers have 
covered the story. 

Cantu, 31, describes the 
club, which now has a lapel 
pin and a newsletter, as a 
“painless but rewarding way 
for people to give.”’ He believes 
that it is “a golden opportunity 
for postal employees to be an 
example of a new way of 
corporate caring,” and he 
hopes that the idea will spread 
to post offices across the 
country. 

For information about the 
Club, write to Robert W. Cantu, 
20¢ Club, 29552 Brook Court, 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675- 
1201. 











Litter carriers 

Motorists who throw litter 
into the streets of Bangkok may 
find it coming back to haunt 
them. Under a program begun 
recently, police and volunteer 
“anti-litter patrols,” scoop up 


the litter and tag it with the 
license plate number, which is 
checked through a computer. 
The trash is then neatly 
packaged, marked confidential, 
and mailed to the offender's 
home. 





Writing Contest 
Shows Off 
Talent 


More than 400 employees entered 
“The Write Stuff” contest, 
demonstrating once again the range of 
talent in the postal family. Picking the 
winners out of so many excellent 
entries was not easy, but after much 
reading and re-reading, judges Sharon 
Greene Patton, editor of Postal Life, 
Catherine Courtney, editor of the 
Headquarters newsletter Postmark, and 
Pamela G. York, editor of PENS, 
selected the winners listed below. 
Because so many good stories were 
submitted, the judges also selected 
four Honorable Mentions in each 
category. 

The winning stories will be reprinted in 
upcoming issues of Postal Life. 

Subject category first place: 

Linda Rucker, LSM operator, Merrifield, VA 
Subject category second place: 

Cari L. Howell, Carrier, Evansville, IN 
Subject category honorable mention: 
Kathryn Schowalter, Carrier, West Bend, 
WI; Adrienne Moen, Clerk, Quilcene, WA; 
Richard Heffern, Distribution Clerk, Santa 
Ana, CA; Robert W. Mann, Carrier, 
Sanford, FL 


Character category first place: 

Eugene Taylor, Postmaster, Halifax, PA 
Character category second place: 
Jeannette Jackson, Communications 
Specialist, South Suburban, IL 


Character category honorable mention: 
Maxine N. Livsey, Window Clerk, Salt Lake 
City, UT; William D. Bevis, Carrier, 
Florence, AL; Neil Hassell, Clerk, De Soto, 
TX; Tim Marcou, Clerk, Milwaukee, WI 
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Open Season Choices 


FINDING THE BEST HEALTH CARE BUY 


Health care costs have gone through 
the roof during the last two decades, 
increasing more than 1,000 percent, 
with health insurance premiums not far 
behind. That is why it is important to 
get the most for your money when you 
choose a health plan during the 
upcoming Oren Season. 

This year’s Open Season, the only time 
during the year when al/ career employees 
have the opportunity to choose or change 
health plans, begins November 10 and runs 
through December 5. During Open Season, 
eligible employees not enrolled in a plan 
under the Federal Employees Health Benefits 
Program (FEHB) may enroll; employees 
already enrolled may change plans, options, 
types of enrollment (self and family) or any 
combination of these changes. As a general 
rule, noncareer employees are not eligible 
to enroll. All Open Season enrollment 
changes will take effect January 3, 1987. 

As with any other purchase, it pays to 
shop around for health plans—the costs 
and benefits can vary greatly. So during this 
Open Season, take the time to investigate 
the different kinds of health plans that are 
available and find which one suits you best. 





Health plan premiums differ for many 
reasons, but primarily because of 
differences in benefits. If the plan offers full 
dental coverage, for example, the expense 
for that dental option must be paid for by 
premiums. 

Use of deductibles and coinsurance can 
also affect the cost of a health plan. When 
people must pay part of the expenses for 
their medical care, they tend to be more 
cautious. 

Don’t choose a health plan just because 
it is the most expensive (and thus, you 
think, the best) or because it is the least 
expensive. Price should be only one of your 
concerns when selecting the best plan for 
you and your family. 


Two major types 

There are basically two types of health 
insurance: fee-for-service insurance and 
prepaid health insurance. Fee-for-service 
insurance pays your doctor or hospital 
directly for your medical expenses or 
reimburses you for these payments, usually 
after a certain deductible amount has been 
met. These plans are primarily designed to 
protect you from major medical expenses. 


The government-wide plans, such as Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield and Aetna, and most 
plans sponsored by employee organizations 
are included in this type of insurance. 

Group-practice prepayment plans, called 
Health Maintenance Organizations, or 
HMOs, provide for your total medical care. 
A flat fee is paid for virtually all benefits 
and services; there are no deductibles, no 
forms to fill out and few, if any, out-of- 
pocket costs with this type of pian. You are 
assured predictable medical expenses for 
you and your family. Because the plan pays 
the entire cost of your health care for one 
fixed price, it has a strong incentive to 
provide this care at a minimum cost. By 
controlling unnecessary or inappropriate 
care and practicing preventive medicine, 
HMOs can often offer a more 
comprehensive range of benefits than many 
other insurance plans. 

Because of their convenience and 
predictable costs, more people are turning 
to HMOs for their medical care. According 
to Interstudy, a nonprofit firm that monitors 
health policy, the number of HMOs in the 
nation has doubled since 1979, and 
enrollment in HMOs has increased 26 
percent just in the last two years. 

When deciding whether to select an HMO 
plan, keep in mind that you must live within 
the plan’s service area. Also, these services 
are available only through the plan’s 
doctors, hospitals and outside specialists to 
whom you may be referred. Although you 
may have a regular doctor with such a plan, 
that doctor must be affiliated with the plan. 
if you currently have a doctor whom you 
want to keep, another type of plan might be 
better for you. Another point to consider: 
since you are limited to treatment in plan 
facilities, if you travel a lot, you should 
make sure your plan covers emergency 
treatment in out-of-service areas. 


The right plan for you 

From these two major types of insurance 
the Federal Employees Health Benefits 
program offers many different plans. Which 
type of insurance and which plan you select 
should depend on many factors, including 
your financial position, family situation, age, 
sex, medical history, geographical location 
and even your attitude toward any risk 
involved. 

To choose the right plan for you and 
your family, you must carefully consider the 
different options in relation to the above 
factors. For example, if your financial 
situation is such that you can afford to pay 





regular doctor bills and short-term medical 
expenses, you might consider a plan with a 
higher deductible and larger coinsurance 
payments and a lower premium. However, if 
you have no savings and even a $500 
medical expense would be difficult for you 
to pay, you would want to consider 
choosing a full coverage plan. 

Your family situation is also important. If 
you have children or are planning on 
having them, pregnancy and routine 
pediatric benefits would be important to 
you. If you have children at that “‘cavity- 
prone” age, your need for dental coverage 
would be different from someone who is 
older and lives alone. 

Your medical history and general health 
play a role in health plan choice. If you 
have a condition which requires medication, 
prescription coverage would be important. 
For example, if you are a diabetic, you 
would want to make sure your plan covers 
syringes and insulin. 

Age is extremely important in 
determining your choice. Elderly persons 
have, on an average, health-related bills of 
more than $2,000 per year, while children’s 
bills average about $400. 

If you are 65 or over, and Medicare 
picks up part of your medical costs, make 


sure you are not overpaying for insurance. 
You would want a plan that supplements 
Medicare. On the other hand, since older 
people are more prone to long-term illness, 
you would want to make sure that you have 
good catastrophic illness coverage. Will your 





‘A risk factor 
is involved 
in choosing any 
insurance plan.’ 





insurance cover long-term hospital stays? 
What kind of skilled nursing care does the 
plan offer? 

A risk factor is involved in choosing any 
insurance plan. How much are you willing 
to risk or can afford to risk if you get sick? 
If you end up paying, year after year, more 
in premiums than you are gaining in extra 
benefits, you might want to consider a plan 
with lower premiums and a higher 
deductible. It is not cost-effective to go on 
paying premiums for a high option if those 
premiums are costing you more than you 
are receiving in benefits. However, you need 
to consider your ability to pay this 
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deductible if something should happen. 


Know your options! 

No matter what plan you choose, the 
important thing is to know your options. 
Examine your own situation and know why 
you are choosing a particular plan. Don't 
be surprised later when your plan doesn't 
cover something you thought it did. 

Before making a final decision about 
your health plan, carefuily read each 
brochure of the plans in which you are 
interested. This is important because the 
plans are required to pay only expenses 
specified in the brochure. Note the key 
features of each plan. They will be similar, 
so concentrate on the differences. This year 
the plans will mail brochures directly to 
individual plan members. For other 
brochures check with your personnel office. 

Before you talk to your personnel office, 
make a list of any questions you have. They 
can answer questions concerning eligibility 
requirements and enrollment procedures. 
Specific questions concerning the plan's 
benefits should be directed to the plan's 
local office. 

Make sure that you take advantage of all 
available information to make the best 
Health Plan choice for you and your family. 


TIPS FOR CONTROLLING HEALTH CARE COSTS 


Discuss fees with your doctor—in 
advance—and reach an agreement with him 
or her about the charge and what it is for. 

When obtaining a prescription from 
your doctor, ask about generic drugs 
instead of more costly trademark brands. 

Check your hospital and doctor bills 
to be sure you received the exact services 
for which you are billed. Errors do occur 
in billing. 

Keep accurate records of your 
medical expenses. Make sure all bills are 
itemized and that records are kept for each 
family member. This can help with figuring 
income tax deductions as well as insurance 
claims. 

Know your plan's benefits and 
claims procedures. Fill out forms 
accurately and completely in accordance 
with your plan's instructions. Unnecessary 
correspondence and duplication of forms 
increase the cost of administering your 
plan. 

Get a second opinion. Most experts 
agree that you should get a second opinion 
whenever costly medical treatment is in 


your future. Another opinion could not only 
save you money, but could also save you 
pain and suffering. Unnecessary surgery and 
treatments are done every day. Remember, 
doctors are not always right and 
effectiveness is not always related to how 
much something costs. 

Be informed. Informed choices about 
your options can save you time, money and 
possible suffering. 

Take charge of your own health. 
Lifestyle has a lot to do with how much 
your health care will cost you. If you don't 
smoke, if you exercise, eat a healthy diet, 
and wear a seat belt, you will be paying less 
for health care than a person who has an 
unhealthy lifestyle because you will probably 
have fewer health problems. For example, 
according to a 1981 study by the National 
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, the average 
worker who smokes incurs between $274 
and $287 more in annual health costs than 
a nonsmoking worker. Many insurance 
companies are beginning to offer premium 
discounts for people who follow healthy 
lifestyles. 
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Untitled, watercolor, by Robert J. Hauschild, a rural carrier, Stonington, CT, 
who learned to paint from his father who was a free lance commercial artist. His 
watercolor depicts the New York Central K2 on an express run up the Hudson 

River. He has won many prizes for his country scenes and portraits, but prefers not 
to earn his living as an artist as his father did. “I enjoy my artistic freedom,” he says. 
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Untitled, watercolor, by Greg Ponomarenko, carrier, North Olmsted, OH. 
Ponomarenko, who also has a painting appearing on our cover, says his rainy 
looking cityscape is much like the congested area where he works. He prefers 
watercolor for its facility for expressing moods. One of his paintings recently won an 
award at Cleveland State University. 
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Untitled, watercolor, by Kirk Bingham, rural carrier, Storrs, CT. Bingham’s 
watercolor of a mailbox was painted from memory. “The shadows of the nameplate 
on the side of a box on my route stuck in my mind until I had to paint it,” he says. 
His formal training consists of classes in junior college and continuing education 
classes. He works mostly in pen and ink with an occasional oil painting or water- 
color and has even experimented with computer drawing. “I still paint as 2 hobby,” 
he says, “but plan to use my abilities more in the future.” 
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“A Letter from Aunt Polly,” pastels, by Ann Hanson, relief clerk, Shell, WY. 
Hanson, a self-taught artist, has won several awards for Western art, including the 
Nick Eggenhofer Award in Cody, WY. She also does pencil drawings and has been 
working on commission for the past three years. She says only one of her children, 
ages 9, 15 and 17, shows an interest in becoming an artist. 
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Untitled, watercolor, by Marianne Youngworth, window clerk, Coraopolis, 
PA. Her watercolor was inspired by a photograph identified as the first rural mail 
delivery route. Before becoming a window clerk in the Coraopolis Post Office, 
Youngworth was herself a substitute rural carrier. She attended the University of 
Pittsburgh where she majored in art and psychology. She has won prizes at several 


local shows. 
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“Just Another Customer,” watercolor, colored pencil and pastels, by 
Alan Johnson, distribution clerk, Columbia, MD. Johnson has been 
working toward an art degree since 1972, attending Catonsville Community 
College, Morgan State College in Baltimore, and Maryland Institute College of 
Art. With “Just Another Customer,” Johnson, also one of last year’s winners, 
hoped to depict the equal treatment window clerks provide to a wide variety of 
personalities they meet every day. 





THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 





4 


5 


6 


AP 10 Begins 


Begin Pay Period 13 





10 


11 


12 


Payday 


13 





17 


18 


19 


Z0 


Begin Pay Period 14 





24 


25 


27 





10 11 12 13 14 15 
17 18 19 20 21 22 
24 25 26 27 28 29 
31 


Seavere 








Payday 

MAY JUL 
surTtwvwt Ff See ve Ff & 
1 ce 2:4 
$s 44.8 7.2 67 8 9 10 11 


2 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 











t  MOLAME.Ca Se 
POST OFFICE 
I 





JAMES DEAN 


193tFebS — 195SSep 30pm 5:5 Sega ye, 


Saieeesnnadenll ck - 





sere TTT 





uly 1987 





SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNES 





tT WrTte s 


9 10 11 12 13 
6 17 18 19 20 
24 25 26 27 


16 
23 


10 
17 


31 


AUG 
swe 2 fF 


"3s 6 7% 
11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 








12 


13 


14 





19 


20 


21 








26 





27 





28 





Untitled, watercolor by Marybeth Barraclough painter/letterer, Cherry Hill, 
NJ. A three-time winner, Barraclough credits her latest promotion to the attention the 
Postal Life Art contests brought. Always on the lookout for suitable subjects, 
Barraclough spotted this little post office in the middle of dry, California rangeland. 


Its claim to fame is a memorial marking the spot out front where actor James Dean 
crashed his car. 
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Untitled, acrylic, by Michael M. Wilk, sign painter/letterer, Morgan Station, 
New York City. “The man in my painting is me,” says Wilk. “My expression shows 
how I felt at the time.” He attended the High School of Art and Design and the 
School of Visual Arts, both in Manhattan. He was a winner in last year’s Postal Life 
contest. 
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Untitled, watercolor by Charles Baron, carrier, Los Angeles, CA, Barrington 
Station. Baron had his first one-man show at the age of 10 in Cleveland, OH. He 
attended the Cleveland Art Institute, which helped him develop his impressionistic 
style,and continues to take evening art classes. Our September watercolor is his 
impression of a once-visited small Wyoming community. “I like to put my feelings 
into my paintings,” he says. 
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“Special Delivery,” ink (using a brush and pen), by Thomas A. Goff, Jr., 
carrier, Peck Slip Station in New York City. Goff, who attended the High School 
of Art & Design in Manhattan, has been a freelance artist for 17 years, specializing in 
illustrations for children and has received many awards, including third and sixth 
place in graphics at Washington Square outdoor exhibits in 1981 and 1983. He 
learned of winning the Postal Life contest on his son’s third birthday. 
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“Marion Williams Works the Slide,” acrylic, by Harry Spratlin draftsman/ 
artist, Columbia, SC. Spratlin, who drew his inspiration for this painting from the 
workroom floor of the Post Office in Columbia, SC, holds a degree in Art from the 
University of South Carolina. A former LSM operator, Spratlin says, “My work-setting 
portraits show I think postal people are the most important part of our 
organization.” 





SDAY THURSDAY 


+ 5 


FRIDAY SATURDAY 


6 7 


Begin Pay Period 24 


14 








11 12 


13 


yay Holiday Payday 





18 


19 


Great American Smokeout 


20 


21 


AP 3 Begins 


Begin Pay Period 25 





25 


26 


27 


28 








Thanksgiving Day Holiday Payday 
ocT DEC 
=e ae oe ft ek me we 
“a 34.9 
44 4-37.89 3? @ 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 27 28 29 30 31 











hissing ahs 
Ks 


eee 


ty 








December 1987 








SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDA 
NOV JAN 1988 1 
SMT WTFsS scuTtrwrers 
£°S. 3-4 S69 1 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 49464 7 69 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 10 13 12 13 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25 26 27 2 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 





6 


- 





13 


14 


15 


Hanukkah B 





20 


21 


22 


Winter Begins 








27 





28 





29 





——s 


Untitled, acrylic, watercolor, colored pencil and airbrush, by Wayne 
Dodson, illustrator, Richmond, VA. Dodson wants to make it very clear that his 
mailbox is not meant as a statement about the Postal Service. “I: thought the rust spot 
was visually appealing,” he says. He studied commercial art and design at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and has won several fine arts awards. He is a two-time 
winner of the Postal Life Art contest. 
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If Joseph and Mary were enroute to 
Bethlehem today, they might have some 
trouble deciding where to stop. 
According to the U.S. Geological 
Survey, there are 838 Bethlehems in 
the United States, 76 in Alabama alone, 
with Mississippi and Georgia having 73 
each. 

In the spirit of the holiday season, we 
took a look at the names of geographical 
places that reflect this time of year. 

Star was the clear winner with 1,220 
appearances, with Texas leading the list with 
88 various star names. 

Following Star and Bethlehem is Holly, 
which made 542 appearances. Arkansas is 
the best state to find Holly, with the word 
appearing in 71 place names in that state. 

Joy is next on the list with 145 entries. 
Texas is the most joyous state with 14 
listings. 

There are 110 Holidays in America. 


Florida lists eight, followed by Indiana and 
New Jersey with seven each. 

Christmas makes 89 appearances, led by 
10 in Texas and nine in Florida. 

Noel is used 30 times, Carol 17 times, 
and Yule makes three appearances on the 
list-—all of them in Colorado. 

For the romantic, there are a dozen 
places named Mistletoe, but Florida is the 
only state with a place named Poinsettia. 

Even jolly old Santa Claus has seven 
places named for him. 

No Hanukkah appears on the Geological 
Survey's list of more than three million 
place names, but four Menorahs are listed. 

Texas has the most holiday-related names 
with 209, and Mississippi takes second 
place with 189. Rhode Island is the only 
state with none of these holiday place 
names, unless you count the state capital of 
Providence.* 

Thanks to Randolph E. Schmid 
Associated Press 


On the cover: Winter scene by Greg Ponomarenko, carrier, North Olmsted, 
OH. Watercolor. 








